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The German Foundation for Crime Prevention and Offender Support 

(“Deutsche Stiftung für Verbrechensverhütung und Straffälligenhilfe”) was 

initiated in 1989/1990 by Hans-Jürgen KERNER and Erich MARKS

The legal structure of the GFCP is a foundation under the German Civil Code

The endowment funds for the GFCP was given by a 1990 dissolved national 

German association for offenders Aid (“Bundesverband der Straffälligenhilfe”)

In 1995 the GFCP organized together with various partners 

the 1. German Congress on Crime Prevention - GCOCP

German Foundation

for Crime Prevention and Offender Support (GFCP)
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• since 1995 an (inter-) national annual congress

• 100 speaker and 150 organizations as exhibition partners

• ~ 50 organization as co-operation partner

• sections: lectures, forums, exhibition, congress-university, events, etc. 

• 2008: 4.100 participants and guest, 

incl. 73 international participants from 33 countries

German Congress on Crime Prevention - GCOCP

44

www.erich-marks.de 2009-04-27, APC - ICPC, Vienna

4

www.erich-marks.de



Since 2007 the Annual International Forum within the German Congress 

on Crime Prevention addresses an international audience to share their 

experiences in crime prevention.

We believe that while the world is growing closer research as well as

experience should be disseminated within a braod professional and

international framework. 

Therefore we ask experts from all areas of crime prevention to introduce, 

share and discuss their ideas, goals, outcomes and projects with other

experts and to experience the German modality of crime prevention.

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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The main objectives of the the German Congress and the AIF are:

 Presenting and exchanging current and basic questions of crime

prevention and its effectiveness

 Bringing together partners within the field of crime prevention

 Functioning as a forum for the practice of crime prevention and for

fostering the exchange of expertise

 Helping to get into contact at the international level and to exchange

information

 Discussing implementation strategies 

 Developing and disseminating recommendations for practice, politics, 

administration and research in the field of crime prevention

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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The AIF addresses people from all over the world working in all areas of

crime prevention:

Administration, health syste, youth welfare, judicary, churches, local

authorities, media, politics, police, prevention committees projects, 

schools, organizations and associations, science etc

The AIF is held in english language with some parts from the German 

Congress on Crime Prevention (simultaneous translation)

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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Main international Partners:

EFUS  - European Forum for Urban Safety

ICPC  - International Centre for the Prevention of Crime

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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a 2 days overview about current developments in crime prevention

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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So far the AIF took place:

June 18 and 19 2007 in Wiesbaden (within the 13. German Congress on 

Crime Prevention): 41 participants from 15 countries

 For Urban Crime Prevention in Sub-Sahara: United Nations Crime Prevention Guidelines at work

(Dr. Slawomir Redo, UNODC)

Why Youth are Essential Partners in Crime Prevention: an International View (Dr. Margaret Shaw, 

ICPC)

 The multiple Challenges of Youth facing Violence (Elizabeth Johnston, EFUS)

 Developing Effective Crime Prevention Programmes (Dr. Sohail Husain, Analytica Consulting 

Services Ltd) 

 Crime Prevention Activities from the Perspective of the German EU-Presidency (Otto Bönke, 

German Federal Ministry of Justice)

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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So far the AIF took place:

June 2 and 3 2008 in Leipzig (within the 13. German Congress on Crime 

Prevention): 70 participants from 31 countries

 Prevention of Juvenile Violence in Germany (Prof. Dr. Christian Pfeiffer, Criminological

Research Institute of Lower Saxony)

 International Examples and Developments in Crime Prevention (Valérie Sagant, ICPC)

 Probation meets Prevention - Presentation of the Summary and Conclusion of the CEP Workshop 

(Leo Tigges, CEP)

 Kids Company and the Principle of “Loving Care” (Johanna Schmitz, Kids Company)

 Intercultural Exchanges - A Chance for Young People to De-Learn Violence? 

(C. Berta Kimmich, e.p.a.)

 Community Participation for Violence Prevention - Selected Experiences from Latin America and

South Africa (Roland Ziss, SUM Consult)

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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The 3rd AIF will take place June 8 and 9 2009 in Hanover

(within the 14. German Congress on Crime Prevention). 

Lectures

 Overview of Crime Prevention in Germany (Professor Dr. Hans-Jürgen Kerner, Institute of

Criminology Tübingen)

 Overview of Crime Prevention in Europe (Detlef Otto Bönke, Federal Ministry of Justice 

Germany and Monika Olsson, Ministry of Justice Sweden)

 Overview of Crime Prevention in the World (Dr. Oliver Stolpe, UNODC) 

 Overview of Crime Prevention in Regions and Communities. The Example of Lower Saxony (Dr. 

Burkhard Hasenpusch and Dr. Marc Coester, State Crime Prevention Council of Lower 

Saxony)

 Violence Prevention through Urban Upgrading in Khayelitsha - Social, Situational and 

Institutional Crime Prevention: Achievements and Trends of a Bilateral Financial Cooperation 

Programme (Representative of CCT, KfW, Khayelitsha Community and AHT)

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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The 3rd AIF will take place June 8 and 9  2009 in Hanover

(within the 14. German Congress on Crime Prevention).

Project Spots (National and international crime prevention projects

introduce themselves and discuss their work, methods, outcomes etc with

the audience)

 The Reality of Crime Prevention in Morocco (Professor Dr. Ali Rame, Faculty of Law University 

Agdal Rabat Morocco)

 Criminal Policy in Sweden - from rehabilitation to prison? (Annalena Yngborn, German Youth 

Institute)

 Klasse2000 - an elementary school􀍲 based program for health promotion and prevention of violence

and substance abuse (Dr. Christina Storck Verein Programm Klasse2000 e.V.) 

 Papilio Program in kindergartens for primary prevention of behavioural

 Problems and support in social emotional competence for kindergarten children. A contribution for

primary prevention of the risk for violence and addiction (Heidrun Mayer, beta Institut)

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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The 3rd AIF will take place June 8 and 9 2009 in Hanover (within the 14. 

German Congress on Crime Prevention).

Connection to the German Congress on Crime Prevention

Opening and Closing Plenum of the German Congress on Crime Prevention 

 Erich Marks , Manager of the German Congress on Crime Prevention 

 Dr. Wiebke Steffen, State Office of Criminal Investigation of Bavaria 

 Professor Dr. Hans Jürgen Kerner, Chairman of the German Foundation for Crime Prevention and 

Offender Support (DVS) 

 Stephan Weil, Lord Major of the City of Hannover 

 Christian Wulff, Prime Minister of the State of Lower Saxony  

 Dr. Wolfgang Schäuble, Federal Minister of the Interior 

 Professor Dr. Dr. Michael Aßländer, University of Kasse

Evening Event  &  congress exhibition 

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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The 4th AIF will take place May 10 and 11 2010 in Berlin 

(within the 15. German Congress on Crime Prevention).

You are welcome to take an active role within this event.

 Lecture about an important topic of international crime prevention

 Present your Organisation, Project, Research etc within a Project Spot

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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Publications from the AIF

Coester, Marc / Marks, Erich (Ed.) (2009): International 

Perspectives of Crime Prevention - Contributions from 

the 2nd Annual International Forum 2008. Forum Verlag 

Godesberg. Mönchengladbach. ISBN: 978-3-936999-60-0

Coester, Marc / Marks, Erich (Ed.) (2008): International 

Perspectives of Crime Prevention - Contributions from 

the 1st Annual International Forum. Forum Verlag 

Godesberg. Mönchengladbach. ISBN: 978-3-936999-47-1

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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Contact

German Congress on Crime Prevention - GCOCP

Annual International Forum - AIF

Am Waterlooplatz 5 A

30169 Hanover

Germany / Deutschland

Fon: 0049 - (0)511 - 167 26 87

Fax: 0049 - (0)511 - 235 49 50

http://www.gcocp.org

Email: marc.coester@gcocp.org

Coordinator International Affairs: Dr. Marc Coester

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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Thank you very much!

Annual International Forum (AIF)
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